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 By MONEY TIMES AAMIR KHAN The mystery novel set in modern-day India—a tough, corruption-plagued country—starts with a teenager defying his father. Aamir Khan’s directorial debut is one of the best films of 2016. Introduction: The seed of the story was planted way back in 1966 when R.K. Narayan’s novel Sharanya Prithibi, published in 1946, was translated into English as Night and
Day. The novel, about a 17-year-old who goes to stay with an uncle and finds himself among uncles and aunts, was originally intended to form part of a trilogy, but ended up as a standalone novel. It was followed by The English Teacher (Kalyug), published in 1977 and translated into English in 1988. How an American-educated scion of a powerful Indian family returns to the subcontinent to carve a
new life is the story Aamir Khan wants to tell. In fact, the story forms the prelude to the very first part of the trilogy, which he intends to make, when the protagonist (the boy) is the same. “We started with the second part,” he says. “But I wanted to start with the boy.” The story spans 50 years, from 1966 to 2016. The boy has to keep a diary of sorts in the first part. He is no longer a teenager, but a

successful businessman, doing something he had not been able to do in the past: “The energy of being a teenager has gone,” says Khan. “So I felt that he is at a certain age, emotionally, where he has crossed over to the other side.” There is also a major family curse attached to the story, according to Khan: “The curse says, ‘When you first come to India, you will encounter a lot of people who will ask
you for money. You will become acquainted with them and start giving away money.’” Khan sees the boy in different guises: In one version, he is the Bengali boy (that is, the protagonist’s grandmother’s son). In another, he is a Gujarati boy. In still another, he is a Punjabi boy. “I wanted to use a number of different characters,” says Khan. � 82157476af
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